Fifty Years of Iron and' Steel

say that the war opened with the Central
Powers and the Allied nations about equal
upon this point. Had no other sources of
steel been available it is probable that the
war would have been of short duration, for
although Germany's ore supplies from France
and Spain were at once cut off, this had been
foreseen and provided for by the militarists
who planned the conflict.

The violation of Belgium and the imme-
diate occupation of that section of Northern
France containing practically all of her ore and
blast furnace equipment, gave Germany a vast
additional supply, while at the same time de-
priving her enemies of nearly half of theirs.
Within three weeks after the war opened, Ger-
many was in possession of the Longwy and
Briey iron basins, in which were located ninety-
five of the 123 blast furnaces on French soil,
together with ninety per cent, of all French ore.
Very soon also Germany had possession of the
blast furnaces and mines of Belgium, and had
added to her resources for the production of steel
7,000,000 tons of Iron, at the same time reducing
the resources of her then enemies to less than
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